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Front Cover
This gorgeous shot of 
English Springer Spaniel 
puppy Nina (Hazelmoor 
Beam Me Up) was provided 
by Janelle Barraclough. 
Nina comes from Janelle’s 
Hazelmoor Kennels’ first 
ESS litter (of four) from 
early last year and is her 
keeper! “We hope for a 
very promising future in 
the show ring, Rally-O, 
breeding and anything 
else she shows aptitude & 
joy for!”  U

Find us on Facebook

This journal is the official organ of Dogs New Zealand and is published by 
authority of Dogs New Zealand by the New Zealand Kennel Gazette Ltd, 
Porirua. All editorial and literary contribution and so on can be emailed to 
magazine@dogsnz.org.nz or sent to Editor, NZ Dog World, Private Bag 
50903, Porirua 5240 and must be in the office before the 1st of the month 
preceding publication. Nothing in this journal may be reproduced in any way 
without written permission from the publishers. The opinions expressed by 
the contributors and correspondents are their own and not necessarily those 
of the publishers.
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In October, the polls will be open across New Zealand for local body 
elections. Local body politics are not for everyone, as evidenced by 
low voter turnouts when compared to national elections.

Perhaps one way of reversing this trend would be to follow the 
example of various localities in the United States where dogs take 
centre stage as candidates for mayor…

Canine elections may be used for fundraising purposes, for teaching 
local children about politics, to raise the tourism profile of a town, 
or to simply have some fun and gain publicity for the businesses 
and residents of the area.

In the small unincorporated Kentucky town of Rabbit Hash, they 
have been electing a dog mayor since 1998. The election is used as 
a fund-raiser to help maintain the town’s historic buildings which 
include a general store built in 1831. A vote can be recorded after 
donating. In 2024, Boone the Blue Tick Coonhound was declared 
the winner for a four-year term. (The previous mayor, French Bulldog 
Wilber, decided not to seek re-election.)

Another town with a long history of a canine mayor is Idyllwild, 
California, which has been electing a dog mayor since 2012. 
Idyllwild, another unincorporated town, is home to the Idyllwild 
Animal Rescue Friends, a not-for-profit rescue group. The Friends 
sponsored the town’s first election for fundraising purposes. Any 
local resident was permitted to nominate their pet for the election; 
14 dogs and two cats were nominated and ran for office the first 

year. With a vote costing $1 each, $31,000 was generated to benefit 
the rescue.

Idyllwild’s current mayor is Mayor Max III, a Golden Retriever 
(you guessed it: Mayor Max I and Mayor Max II were also Golden 
Retrievers).

In Cormorant, Minnesota, a town with a population that doesn’t 
quite reach the 1,400 mark, residents elected Khaleesi the Great 
Pyrenees (Pyrenean Mountain Dog) by a landslide in August 2024. 
She received 76.5% of the vote, having run a strong campaign 
against Teddy, a Basset Hound, Ollie, a Golden Retriever and a 
human named Ken.

If you think that dog mayors are only for small towns, think again. 
New York City is currently being served by its second dog mayor, 
Simon, a Basset Cattle Dog cross. Why have a dog mayor in a major 
US city?

“The Honorary New York City Dog Mayor Election was founded 
to create something fun and joyful for people at a time in 
which many are struggling; to provide a unique opportunity 
for NYC community development; and to present politics 
and civics in a positive, educational, and compelling way (for 
once.)” (www.dogmayornyc.com) U

(If a town is ‘unincorporated’ in the USA, it means it is does not have 
a local government. Unincorporated communities exist ‘by tradition.’ 
These communities do not have elected officials and, since they are 
not officially municipal areas, they often are bound by the laws of the 
city or county in which they are situated.)

CANINE CORNER
By Kathleen Crisley CCFT, CSMT, CTMT, SCMT

www.balanceddog.co.nz & www.doggymom.com

Choose a dog for mayor!

Rabbit Hash, KY, Mayor Boone, Blue Tick Coonhound.

New York City dog mayor, Simon, a Basset Hound/Cattle Dog cross.
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From the President...
As much as I try to stay positive 
in these articles, it seems that in 
recent times there has been a spate 
of complaints about the behaviour 
of exhibitors at Dogs New Zealand 
shows. In many instances, it has 
been our senior, very experienced 
exhibitors that have been at fault 
These are the people who should be 

setting the standard for the rest of us. But in fact, the standard 
being set is just the opposite of that required. Please, if you have 
a grudge, take it home. (Also, have a look at Lavina Diamanti’s latest 
Ringside Thoughts page, discussing ringside etiquette, on page 8.)

For those who wish to make a complaint, there is a process that 
needs to be followed. Firstly, take your complaint to the show 
committee. If you don’t receive a satisfactory resolution then put 
your complaint in writing and send it to the Dogs NZ Director/
Secretary (secretary@dogsnz.org.nz). A complaint needs to be 
in writing: a phone call will not suffice.

With the increasing number of international judges coming to New 
Zealand, this is not a good look and sends them home with a very 
negative view of the our dog world. Help us bring the good times 
back to showing. After all, we are not competing for sheep stations.

For fear of repeating myself, elections for Executive Council are 
taking place as you read this. Two positions from each of the two 
islands are required and also the position of President is to be 
filled. Take time to think about the candidates offering themselves 
for EC. This is an important year in the history of our club and it 
will require dedicated hard-working individuals who put the club 
ahead of their own agendas.

By the time you read this Crufts 2025, the worlds most famous 
dog show, will be taking place. Many of our members will be 
travelling over for the event and to support Georgia Calman in 
the International Junior Handlers competition. To you all, have a 
wonderful time and we look forward to hearing of great things 
from Georgia. U

Brian Harris
President

Strong communities are born out of individuals being their best selves.

139th Annual Conference of Delegates
New Zealand Kennel Club (Inc) trading as Dogs New Zealand

Notice is hereby given that the 2025 Annual Conference of 

Delegates of Dogs New Zealand is to be held as follows:

Date: 	 Saturday 28 June 2025

Venue: 	 Level 4, Members Lounge, 

	 Sky Stadium, 105 Waterloo Quay, 

	 Wellington

Time: 	 10:00am

Further information and dates:

31 January 2025 Closing date for nominations for delegates to 

represent Associated All Breed, Specialist Breed, Multi-breed and 

Group clubs.

7 February 2025 Voting documents sent to eligible clubs for 

Executive Council roles (if required).

14 May 2025 Voting forms sent to Associated All Breed, 

Specialist Breed, Multi Breed and Group clubs, if required.

31 March 2005 Closing date for voting to represent Associated 

All Breed, Specialist Breed, Multi Breed and Group club delegates.

11 April 2025 Closing date for remits, recommendations and 

discussion papers and nominations for four Executive Council 

roles (2 North Island, 2 South Island) and President

14 April 2025 Voting documents sent to eligible clubs for 

Executive Council votes (if required) and President (if required)

16 May 2025 Voting Closes for Executive Council roles (if 

required) and President (if required)

27 May 2025 Yearbook and 2024 ACOD minutes posted to clubs 

(to include remits, recommendations and discussion papers)

Relevant clubs (to include Agility and Dog Training clubs) 

are encouraged to schedule meetings in a timely fashion to 

discussion voting for Executive Council roles (if required), 

President (if required), and the remits, recommendations and 

discussion papers as lodged and set out in the yearbook (post 

May 2025). U

Victoria Nelson

Director Secretary



Paula Pollard Photography

8 March 2025

Some of us who have been showing for a good few years will think 
that most of this is just common sense, but I was reminded recently 
that what I believe to be common sense may be very different to 
someone else’s opinion. It could be an age thing — I’m a ‘60s girl! 
— or it could just be that we each have our own journey in life 
and because of that, we see things differently. Plus, some of our 
exhibitors are still relatively new and may receive conflicting advice 
or no advice, on what is considered etiquette.

So, based on my observations and experiences here is my list:

•	 Show officials and helpers are like gold. They have given their 
time and energy to put on an event for you. Never abuse them 
or treat them badly. Without them, there is no dog show.

•	 Similarly, show officials should treat exhibitors in a kind and 
friendly manner because the same principle applies: without 
them, there is no dog show.

•	 Sometimes people make mistakes, not one of us is perfect. 
You don’t need to broadcast it to the world via social media. 
That is just poor form.

•	 Always thank the judge and accept their decision graciously. 
You may not like their decision, but it is their opinion that 
you have paid for, not the opinion of your fellow exhibitors or 
anyone else. You can have your own opinion, or that of your 
friends, any time, for free.

•	 Shake the judge’s hand if offered, accept any ribbon or prize 
with grace and if you weren’t in the ribbons today, congratulate 
the winners. Today is their day, let them enjoy the moment.

•	 Be at ringside when required and stay ringside within earshot 
of the steward. It is your responsibility to be present when 
required, it is not the responsibility of the steward to come and 
find you. If you are placed first or second in your class, you may 
be required for further breed judging and should wait close 
to the ring until all the breed judging has been completed.

•	 If you are showing multiple dogs, have someone standing by 
to assist with getting your next dog ready for you to take into 
the ring.

•	 Know your own dog’s temperament and be mindful of other 
dogs close by, especially in ring assembly areas. It can get 
crowded, especially if the weather is inclement, and we need 
to remember that not all dogs like to be friends with everyone 
else’s dog. A large dog lunging, even playfully, at another dog, 
especially a puppy, can create havoc and destroy a potential 
show career. Show regulations (20.6.1.1) require all dogs in the 
assembly area and in the ring to be under the firm control of the 
handler. There are serious consequences for a dog’s aggressive 
behaviour at a show. If your dog is boisterous or doesn’t take 
kindly to other dogs getting close, then take a wide berth 
around other dogs. When waiting to go into the ring, let the 
steward know and wait a respectful distance from the entrance.

•	 Allow some space between you and the competitor in front 
of you when either running around the ring or stacking your 
dog. Crowding another exhibitor is bad manners.

•	 Similarly, never block another exhibitor from the judge or 
‘grandstand’ — ie, place your dog well out in front of the line 
of other dogs.

•	 We all love dogs, that is something we all have in common, but 
well-behaved dogs are loved even more. Some dogs don’t like 
others approaching their crate or trolley and become defensive. 
Keep those dogs well away from others.

•	 If your bitch is in full season, leave her at home. If you can’t 
leave her at home, keep her well away from the ring and don’t 
show her. There is always another show, and it is unreasonable 
to expect all the entire males to be on their best behaviour 
when you are parading your girl who is flaunting her desire to 
be a mummy. Unlike Agility and Obedience competitions, it’s 
not against the regulations, but it’s not sporting.

•	 Boys will be boys and entire boy dogs just love to leave 
their mark on everything, but please don’t let them pee on 
other people’s belongings! It is unprofessional and totally 
unacceptable. And just because they started to pee on 
something they shouldn’t have, doesn’t mean you should let 
them finish!!

•	 This one should go without saying — but clearly some 
exhibitors need reminding — clean up after your dog has 
toileted. Wherever you are, at the show, at the beach, at the 
dog park, and especially at the motel or motor camp.

•	 Staying in motels or camping grounds with our dogs is a 
privilege. To keep that privilege and to ensure the proprietors 
want our custom next time, we all need to follow some simple 
rules. If your dogs are going to bark all night, make sure your 
vehicle is positioned well away from other guests and their 
dogs, or better still, get some training to ensure they are happy 
tucked away in their accommodation at night. Never have the 
dogs in the motel unit without the proprietor’s permission 
and, most importantly, never leave your doggy doos for the 
proprietor to pick up. These are the three main reasons why 
moteliers decide to not allow guests travelling with dogs.

•	 And finally: treat other exhibitors with respect, and have fun.

Happy showing. U

Lavina Diamanti

Ringside Thoughts 
Dog Show Etiquette 



caninefriends
pet therapy
Dogs helping people Est.1990

Proudly supported by Dogs New Zealand

Our Dogs & Members
Visiting hospitals part 2

We have visited hospitals for many years but of particular note is the recent growth in the number of members sharing their dogs in many areas 
of general hospitals, from children’s wards, specialised clinics and units, intensive care and rehabilitation wards, to name a few.
We fully appreciate the level of responsibility that comes with visiting these facilities and have specific guidelines and policies covering the 
requirements of the hospital and to ensure the safety of all concerned. 
As you can imagine, these placements are coveted and many members have been well known to hospital staff for several years. What is always 
highlighted is the pleasure staff receive from our dogs who provide a kind distraction in a busy and often stressful environment.  
We hope you enjoy reading this selection of experiences.  U

Sarah Sharratt & Koto, Christchurch

Koto is my three-year-old Long Haired Weimaraner who was 

born with a very deformed foot. I have another Canine Friend, an 

Australian Koolie called Frosty, and thought Koto would also make 

a good Canine Friend.

We visit the local primary school, the children’s ward in Christchurch 

Hospital and Children’s Oncology each month. He shows the 

children that it’s fine to have something wrong with you, and that 

you can still enjoy life. He brings so much joy to everyone he meets 

that we feel like royalty! He helps to calm children down while they 

are having treatment; quite recently a young lad was having an 

IV line removed and became distressed so Koto climbed onto his 

bed (with permission) and lay against his body to comfort him, no 

more tears were shed.

Another very young girl had been extremely ill and for the first time 

in two weeks Koto helped her smile and laugh at his nose touches.

Carol Millican & Jess, Christchurch

Jess, my Border Collie, and I are proud to be members of Canine 

Friends Pet Therapy and visit the Brain Injury Unit in Burwood 

Hospital. Jess loves the attention she receives from the patients 

and visitors, and the staff really appreciate our visits.

The Activities Coordinator Nic (in the photo with Jess and Quattro, 

visiting for the first time) always shows us around the ward and 

together we have shared many special moments. Many patients feel 

vulnerable and Jess’  smile makes their day a little brighter. Many 

patients are missing their own dogs so having a dog in the ward 

adds a homely element and we know Jess’  company contributes 

to their recovery by making a stressful time a little easier.

14 March 2025
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Due to a clash of dates, the Royal Canin 2024 NZ Premier Show Dog of 
the Year had to be pushed into the beginning of 2025, with 25 January 
(Auckland Anniversary Day long weekend) luckily being available.

Once again, we were able to secure three top Australian All Breeds 
judges to officiate: Pamela Brown from Queensland, Marie Pattern 
and Glen Vernon from New South Wales. They we ably assisted by our 
skilled stewards, Gay and Stephen Meredith, Rosemary Weaver and 
then keeping it all rolling were call stewards Rob Ellis and Bob Weaver 
(the ‘Rob and Bob Show’).

Each year we strive to make the event better and taking on the feedback 
from 2023 we were very excited to be able to add a new category to 
the event: Neuter of the Year, making this is the first time this has been 
run in NZ. Thank You to our new sponsor Pet Travel for embracing the 
category. The 2024 entry was 64 puppies, 45 dogs and 17 neuters.

Once again, our amazing major sponsor Royal Canin stepped up and 
the Auckland Exhibition Centre was turned red for the day. No matter 
how many years we have set it up it never fails to impress. The level of 
sponsor prizes they give is unseen at any other show in New Zealand.

An additional change for 2024 was the way we ran the daytime judging. 
Instead of a morning draw being done, we changed to a prejudging 
system with three dogs in the ring at a time in a random order to be 
presented to each judge individually for prejudging.

This process certainly sped up the day judging with the puppies, then 
neuter and finishing with the dogs to enable us to finish early afternoon. 

This allowed everyone, including the dogs, a chance to relax and get 
spruced up for the evenings Gala Event. Pet n Sur once again offered 
all attending a welcome drink on arrival to get the festivities started.

Richard King was again our MC for the evening. We took a moment 
at the start of the night to honour the late Ray Greer who had been a 
long-time supporter of Dog of the Year as both a previous Chairperson 
and also long-time sponsor who will be missed by us all.

The new draw was then presented before dinner, and the first rounds 
were a random draw working through as an elimination tournament 
until we reached the final fours.

We commenced the evening with the puppies and the judges were 
straight into the excitement of the batons up. It was great to hear the 
crowd getting behind their favourites. Then followed by the neuters.

Upon reaching the final four of the neuters there was another hotly 
contested section of the event: the Favourite Awards.

Another wonderful new sponsor for 2024 was Departure Pets who not 
only fully sponsored these awards but also gave a special exhibitor gift.

Now in its second year, the ‘NZ Dog World Favourites’ have quickly 
become a highlight of the dog show community. With over 60 people 
nominated and more than 300 votes cast, these awards recognise 
the individuals, events, and associations that make a real difference. 
This year, the South Island dominated the winners’ list, showing the 
incredible strength and dedication of exhibitors, judges, and show 
organisers in the region.

Judges and stewards, from left to right: Stewards Bob Weaver, Rob Ellis, Stephen Meredith, judge Marie Patterson, steward 
Gay Meredith, judge Glen Vernon, steward Rosemary Weaver, judge Pamela Brown.



Are you ready to take your Agility game to the next level? In New Zealand, we have the thrill of participating in three flavours of Agility: standard 
Agility, Jumpers, and Games. But if you’re looking to add some spice to your Agility adventures, the Games category is where the real fun begins! U

Discover the Excitement of Agility Games

New Zealand hosts five types of Games approved for championship 
events: Jumpers Pairs, Gamblers, Snooker, Blackjack, and Strategic 
Pairs. Each game offers its unique challenges and endless 
opportunities for fun. Unlike standard Agility and Jumpers, where 
the course is predefined, Games allow you to choose the obstacles 

and paths, making each run a new adventure.

As a dedicated Agility enthusiast and judge, I’ve spent countless 
hours having fun playing these Games with my dogs, and designing 
courses for others to have fun with too! Designing and judging these 
courses is not just a challenge but a delight, especially when I see 
the process of designing their own courses, the wonderful skills 
and display and sometimes the creative routes handlers take. Let’s 
dive into why you should give Agility Games a go!

Benefits of Agility Games

For You and Your Dog:

•	 More Choices: Pick the obstacles you and your dog excel at 
and avoid the ones you’re not as confident with. Tailor each 
run to your strengths or challenge yourself by adding a new 
handling technique or perfecting an obstacle performance.

•	 Build Confidence: Repeatedly run over familiar obstacles, 
boosting both your confidence and your dog’s.

•	 No Disqualification for Mistakes: Some games allow multiple 
errors and still qualify, especially at the Grade C level, making 
it perfect for newcomers.

•	 Pair Up for More Fun: Join a friend in Jumpers Pairs, doubling 
the excitement of the event.

Agility Games in NZ
by Karen de Wit

20 March 2025
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The 2025 Junior Dog Training Camp, which took place 13-17 January at Highland Homes Camp, Ashhurst, was a week to remember! Under 
the bright sun, junior handlers dived into an action-packed schedule, filled with Obedience training, silly dancing, speedy restrained recall, 
water sports, cross-country adventures, Agility courses, trick training, and so much more.

The atmosphere was vibrant, with every day offering new challenges and excitement for both handlers and their loyal canine companions. 
A huge thank you to the incredible trainers, supportive parents, dedicated committee members, and the passionate JDT community.

Most importantly, we celebrate the junior handlers who made the week truly special with their enthusiasm and teamwork! We were lucky 
to have the wickedly talented Brya Ingram with us for the entire camp, and we’re so grateful for her presence. Her photos perfectly capture 
the fun and energy that made camp unforgettable! U

Gala Emmerton

Email: juniordogtrainingnz@gmail.com

Junior D   g Training

JDT Camp 2025
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Handling losses at dog shows can be challenging, but approaching 
them with the right mindset is essential for maintaining perspective 
and enjoying the experience. When we started 50 years ago, we 
were beaten week after week, month after month, year after year. 
We had two choices: get better ourselves and our dogs, or give up 
and get out.

I’m a firm believer that things happen for a reason, and we were 
lucky to secure a gorgeous young Boston Terrier girl that had 
mistakenly been mated and now the owners wanted rid of her.

At the same time, I sat a show and watched and watched and 
watched top handlers. We got a big mirror and I practiced and 
practiced. Then we were lucky to get two beautiful girls in the litter 
and so we really started.
But as a youngster, or even an older person, getting into the dog world, 
you have to have thick skin and a willingness to be gracious, win or 
lose. The losses are hard to handle when you truly love your dog, but 
you do have to be honest and recognise your dog’s shortcomings.

Here’s some tips on how to handle losses gracefully and stay 
focussed on the positive.

1. Remember: It’s one judge’s opinion
Dog shows are subjective. Judges have different preferences and 
may prioritise various aspects of conformation or presentation.

A loss doesn’t mean your dog isn’t exceptional. It simply means that, 
on that day, the judge’s criteria didn’t align with your dog’s particular 
strengths. And you need to understand their shortcomings and 
graciously accept the judge’s decision.

2. Focus on the bigger picture
The most important take-away is that your dog remains the same 
loving, wonderful companion, regardless of the result. The ribbons 
may come and go, but your dog’s value and beauty remain constant.

Reflect on the progress you’ve made together. Each show is a 
stepping stone, and growth often comes from setbacks as much 
as from victories.

3. Analyse and learn
Take a moment to reflect on the show. Was there anything that 
could be improved in your handling? Was your dog slightly off their 
game? Did that judge prefer a different style?

Seek feedback from the judge if possible. But only after the show. 
Many judges are willing to share insights on why they made their 

decision, which can provide valuable learning opportunities for 
the future. Look at things constructively and with an open mind.

4. Celebrate the small wins
Even if you didn’t place, focus on what went well. Maybe your dog 
stayed calm under pressure, improved its stack, or remained focused 
despite distractions.

Acknowledge these small victories—they are just as important in 
the long run and help maintain motivation.

5. Stay positive and gracious
Congratulate the winners with genuine respect and sportsmanship. 
Their success doesn’t diminish your efforts and building a supportive 
community benefits everyone.

Avoid comparing yourself or your dog negatively to others. Every 
dog has different qualities, and each show is a fresh opportunity.

6. Use losses as motivation
Losses can fuel your drive to improve. Whether it’s working on 
specific areas of handling, training, or grooming, use setbacks as 
motivation to come back stronger.

Focus on what you can control, such as refining your techniques or 
ensuring your dog is in peak condition for future shows.

7. Keep perspective
It’s easy to get caught up in the competitive aspect of dog shows, 
but it’s essential to keep things in perspective. For a breeder, dog 
shows are about showcasing their breeding programme, but for 
most, it is about showcasing the bond between you and your dog, 
enjoying the experience, and meeting fellow dog lovers.

Remember that your dog doesn’t care about the results. To them, 
the most important thing is spending time with you and receiving 
your affection, no matter what happens in the ring.

8. Take a break if needed
If the losses start to feel overwhelming or you’re not enjoying the 
experience, it’s okay to take a break. Time away can help reset your 
mindset and renew your enthusiasm.

Use the time to reconnect with your dog outside of competition and 
enjoy the activities that brought you to the sport in the first place.

9. Lean on your support system
Whether it’s family, friends, or fellow handlers, having a support 
system can help you handle losses with grace. Sharing your 
thoughts and frustrations with others who understand the sport 
can lighten the emotional burden.

Listening to stories of other handlers who have faced setbacks and 
bounced back can also provide inspiration.

10. Stay Grateful for the Experience
Dog shows are not just about winning; they’re also about the 
experience, the relationships you build, and the memories you 
create with your dog. Focus on the joy of spending time with your 
dog, meeting new people, and learning from each show.

Gratitude for your dog’s companionship and the privilege of 
competing can help you stay grounded and maintain a positive 
attitude, win or lose.

By embracing losses with the right mindset and using them as 
learning experiences, you can grow as a handler and ensure that 
every show remains a positive and enjoyable experience for both 
you and your dog. U

Nicole Harrison

Devine & Rossdhu Boston Terriers

Handling Losses
Learn & grow no matter what the result

Shirley Rolfe/Supashots



Hip & Elbow Scoring:
It’s still important to your breeding strategy

There’s been some chatter on social media lately with some 
pedigree dog breeders expressing reluctance to hip and elbow 
score their breeding dogs, citing cases where offspring of ‘clear’ 
tested parents still develop joint issues. While it is true that 
canine hip dysplasia (CHD) and elbow dysplasia (ED) are complex 
conditions with multiple contributing factors, this does not diminish 
the importance of health screening.

Hip and elbow scoring is an essential tool for reducing genetic risk, 
improving breed health, and ensuring ethical breeding practices. 
Here’s why Dogs New Zealand’s Canine Health and Welfare 
Committee believes responsible breeders should continue testing, 
along with some useful references and a round-up of international 
kennel club policies supporting this approach.

1. Hip & Elbow Scoring Reduces Overall Risk

Even though hip and elbow dysplasia have environmental 
influences, they are primarily genetic disorders. Scientific studies 
confirm that selecting dogs with better scores significantly lowers 
the incidence of these conditions in offspring.

•	 Science-based: Studies consistently report breeding from 
dogs with lower hip scores led to a significant reduction in CHD 
prevalence in subsequent generations. The research concluded 
that “genetic selection using hip scores has successfully 
improved hip joint conformation and reduced CHD rates” 
(Lewis et al., 2013, The Veterinary Journal(James, McDonnell, 
& Lewis, 2019).

•	 Kennel Club Policy: The UK Royal Kennel Club’s British 
Veterinary Association (BVA) Hip & Elbow Scoring Scheme 
states: “Hip and elbow dysplasia are inherited disorders that 
can be controlled by screening breeding dogs. Selecting dogs 
with lower scores significantly reduces the risk of passing on 
these conditions” (The Kennel Club, UK, 2023).

Key Point: Even if a few “clear” dogs produce affected puppies, 
the overall risk is lower when breeders select for better hip and 
elbow scores.

2. Sporadic Cases Don’t Invalidate the Science

Some breeders argue that because tested-clear dogs occasionally 
produce dysplastic offspring, scoring is unreliable. However, hip and 
elbow dysplasia are polygenic, meaning multiple genes contribute 

to the disorder, and environmental factors can also play a role.

•	 Science-based: A study published in Frontiers in Veterinary 
Science (2020) explains that while hip dysplasia is heritable, 
external factors like rapid growth, improper diet, and 
overexercise in puppyhood can trigger symptoms even in 
genetically lower-risk dogs (Zhang et al., 2020).

•	 Kennel Club Policy: The American Kennel Club (AKC) and 
Orthopaedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) emphasise: “A 
‘clear’ scoring dog can still carry recessive genes for dysplasia. 
Screening does not eliminate all risk but significantly reduces 
it. Consistent selection for better hip and elbow scores is key 
to long-term breed improvement” (OFA, 2022).

Key Point: A few exceptions do not override the clear trend—
better-scoring parents consistently produce healthier litters on 
average.

3. Ethical Responsibility & Breed Preservation

Failing to test means breeders are making uninformed decisions 
that could negatively impact the breed’s long-term health. Skipping 
hip and elbow scoring increases the risk of producing puppies with 
painful joint issues, leading to unnecessary suffering.

•	 Science-based: The Federation of European Companion 
Animal Veterinary Associations (FECAVA) warns that neglecting 
genetic screening can lead to an increase in debilitating 
hereditary diseases, damaging the reputation of breeders and 
breed clubs (FECAVA, 2019).

•	 Kennel Club Policy: Dogs New Zealand strongly encourages 
breeders to follow health testing recommendations, stating: 
“While not mandatory, health testing is a fundamental 
component of responsible breeding. Failing to test increases 
the risk of hereditary diseases in future generations” (Dogs 
New Zealand, 2023).

•	 The Canadian Kennel Club (CKC) requires hip and elbow 
screening for certain breeds before they can be registered as 
breeding stock (CKC, 2022).

Key Point: Health screening is a commitment to ethical breeding—
ignoring it can result in unnecessary suffering for future generations 
of dogs.
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Lameness in dogs is a common concern for owners, breeders, and 
veterinarians alike. It can range from a mild, intermittent issue to a 
severe and debilitating condition. Identifying the cause of lameness 
and implementing appropriate management strategies are crucial 
to ensuring a dog's long-term health and quality of life.

Lameness can result from a variety of underlying issues, including 
orthopaedic, neurological, muscular, and systemic conditions. Joint 
diseases such as osteoarthritis, hip or elbow dysplasia, and immune-
mediated polyarthritis can lead to chronic lameness. Large and 
giant breeds, including German Shepherds, Labrador Retrievers, 
Golden Retrievers, and Rottweilers, are particularly predisposed 
to hip and elbow dysplasia. Soft tissue injuries, including sprains, 
strains, and ligament tears such as cranial cruciate ligament rupture, 
are common in active and working dogs, with Labrador Retrievers, 
Border Collies, and Rottweilers at higher risk. Bone disorders such 
as fractures, growth plate injuries, and developmental conditions 
like panosteitis and osteochondritis dissecans (OCD) can cause 
significant pain and mobility issues. OCD is more frequently seen in 
large and giant breeds such as Great Danes, Labrador Retrievers, and 
Bernese Mountain Dogs, while panosteitis is common in German 
Shepherds and Basset Hounds. Neurological conditions, including 
intervertebral disc disease (IVDD), nerve damage, or spinal injuries, 
can result in abnormal gait and lameness. IVDD is most commonly 
seen in Dachshunds, French Bulldogs, and Corgis due to their long 
backs and short legs. Infectious and immune diseases such as 
immune-mediated polyarthritis and bacterial infections can affect 
multiple joints and cause lameness, while neoplasia, including 
bone cancers like osteosarcoma, can cause progressive and painful 
lameness, particularly in large and giant breeds such as Greyhounds, 
Rottweilers, and Great Danes.

Some forms of lameness have a genetic basis. Hip and elbow 
dysplasia are among the most well-known hereditary conditions, 
where abnormal development of the joints leads to instability 
and arthritis over time, particularly in large and giant breeds, 
including German Shepherds, Labrador Retrievers, and Bernese 
Mountain Dogs. Patellar luxation, where the kneecap dislocates 
from its normal position, is frequently seen in small and toy breeds 
such as Pomeranians, Chihuahuas, and Yorkshire Terriers but can 
also occur in larger dogs. Osteochondrosis dissecans (OCD) is a 
developmental disorder affecting cartilage growth in joints, leading 
to pain and lameness in young, rapidly growing dogs, particularly 
in Labrador Retrievers, Great Danes, and Rottweilers. Panosteitis, 
often referred to as "growing pains," affects the long bones of 
young dogs, particularly large and giant breeds such as German 
Shepherds, Basset Hounds, and Dobermanns, and usually resolves 
as the dog matures. Degenerative myelopathy is an infrequently 
encountered progressive neurological disorder that leads to 
weakness and eventual paralysis and can be seen in breeds such 
as the German Shepherd Dog, Boxer, and Pembroke Welsh Corgi. 
Breeders and veterinarians should work to reduce the prevalence 
of these hereditary conditions through disease screening and 
responsible breeding programs. Screening schemes for hip and 
elbow dysplasia are commonly used for at-risk breeds, and genetic 
testing is available for some conditions although care must be taken 
in interpreting results as most (if not all) are only identifying one 
marker where there are multiple genes as well as the environment 
influencing disease expression.

Veterinarians use a combination of history-taking, physical 
examination, and diagnostic imaging to determine the cause of 
lameness. Gait analysis involves observing a dog’s movement at a 
walk, trot, and run to pinpoint affected limbs and assess severity. 
Palpation and joint manipulation help identify pain, swelling, 
crepitus, or reduced range of motion. Radiography (X-rays) is 
commonly used to identify bone abnormalities, arthritis, fractures, 
and dysplasia, while advanced imaging such as CT scans, MRI, or 
ultrasound can provide more detailed insights into complex cases 
involving soft tissues, nerves, or subtle fractures. Laboratory testing, 
including blood tests, joint fluid analysis, and infectious disease 
screening, may be necessary for cases involving systemic illness or 
immune-mediated diseases.

Treatment depends on the underlying cause and may involve 
medical, surgical, or rehabilitative approaches. Medical management 
includes pain relief and anti-inflammatory medications such 
as non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), alongside 
other pain management strategies like gabapentin, amantadine, 
or corticosteroids. Joint supplements, including glucosamine, 
chondroitin sulfate, Omega-3 fatty acids, and green-lipped mussel 
extracts, can support joint health, while maintaining an ideal 
body condition through weight management helps minimise the 
progression of degenerative joint disease. Surgical interventions 
may be necessary in some cases, such as cruciate ligament repair 
using techniques like Tibial Plateau Levelling Osteotomy (TPLO) 

Understanding Lameness in Dogs
Causes, diagnosis and management

Dr Becky Murphy BVSc BSc
TCI GlenBred www.tcivets.com
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Strictly speaking, Gen Z ranges from 12–27-year-olds, 
however, this survey was only answered by those old 
enough to purchase pet insurance.  

Kiwis see their pets as family members 
 
Dogs play a crucial role in our lives - whether through 
companionship, protection, income or physical 
assistance, they significantly impact our wellbeing. 
A growing trend in pet ownership is the view of pets 
as family members. Leading this perception are Baby 
Boomers at 77.9%, followed closely by Gen X at 77.8%. 
Millennials drop to 61.2% and Gen Z trails at 45.5%. 
Overall, 71% of respondents view pets as family, with 
16% specifying they see pets as their children.  

  The human-animal bond is a connection 
that goes beyond words, built on unconditional 
love and a shared life of fun, loyalty, and the 
occasional muddy paw print on the couch!   

- Michelle Le Long, PD Insurance COO

Whether or not respondents see their pets as family 
members, the influence they have on major life decisions 
is undeniable. An incredible 91.3% of respondents say 
their pet’s needs affect key decisions like moving homes, 
changing jobs, or planning holidays. 
 
Dogs at work  

For many Dogs New Zealand members, the idea of 
a dog-friendly workplace isn’t just an option – it’s 
essential. Unsurprisingly, 78% of Gen Z respondents 
are in favour of pet-friendly workplaces, while Baby 
Boomers are the least supportive at 65%.  

Spending on Pets 

Across generations, respondents say they typically spend 
$1,000 to $2,000 annually on their pets, excluding 
vet bills. Gen X leads in higher spending, with 21.7% 
spending over $3,000 annually, followed by Millennials 
at 20.3%. Baby Boomers are the most budget-conscious, 
being the generation most likely to spend $500 to 
$1,000 annually and the least likely to exceed $3,000.  

Carbon pawprints  

Most Kiwi pet owners (56%) aren’t concerned about 
their pet’s environmental impact, but 37.9% are 
somewhat concerned, and 6% are very concerned. 
Gen Z leads the way in eco-consciousness, with 54.6% 
somewhat concerned and 40.9% actively making 
changes to reduce their pet’s impact. These changes 
include using biodegradable poop bags, eco-friendly 
products, sustainable toys, and bulk purchasing. Baby 
Boomers (35.1%) and Millennials (30%) follow, while 
Gen X trails at 28.7%.

Talking and singing to pets 

Another heartwarming trend PD uncovered is how 
many pet owners talk to (or sing to) their pets. An 
overwhelming 89.2% of Kiwis admit to talking to 
their pets, with only 1.8% saying they don’t and 9% 
responding with “sometimes.” Millennials are the most 
likely to chat with their pets (92.5%), followed closely 
by Gen Z (90.9%). Baby Boomers still show strong 
engagement, with 85.2% talking to their pets regularly. 
 
While 41% of respondents admit to singing to their 
pets, 43% say they don’t, and 15.8% do occasionally. 
Gen Z leads the trend, with 63.6% serenading their furry 
friends, while Baby Boomers, though the least likely, still 
have 27.7% joining in the fun.

Protecting paws and pockets 

Whether or not you sing to your pet, another way 
of showing you care is by ensuring they have a pet 
insurance plan in place. This helps safeguard against 
unexpected vet costs for a range of health incidents. 
Head over to Dogs NZ Pet Insurance by pd.co.nz to 
learn more about cover for accidents, illness, dental and 
third-party liability insurance.

Which generation is most in favour of dog-friendly 
workspaces? Which one most regards pets as family 
members? And which is most concerned about 
the environmental impact our pets have on the 
environment? These are just some of the questions 
answered in our partner PD’s latest policyholder survey. 

After reviewing the data from more than 1500 survey 
respondents, PD uncovered fascinating insights into how 
attitudes and behaviours around pet ownership vary 
across generations.  

  We’re looking for common ground and 
understanding how pets fit into families across 
different generations.   

- Michelle Le Long, PD Insurance COO

If you’re wondering what those generational groupings 
look like, let’s pause here to look:

GENERATIONAL TRENDS AMONG

PD Spotlights

PET OWNERS

www.dogsnz.org.nz/dogsnz/insurance
Find out more about plan options at

Dogs NZ Insurance is a product of Pacific International Insurance Pty Limited,  
NZBN 9429041356500, FSP394846.



MEMBER CLUBS OF DOGS NEW ZEALAND
AFFILIATED ALL BREED CLUBS

AUCKLAND
AUCKLAND KENNEL COUNCIL - Gay Meredith 
18 Bellenden Crescent Pokeno, 2402, 027 478 
4607, meresm@xtra.co.nz
FRANKLIN KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Dianne 
Rogers 52A Rua Road Glen Eden Auckland, 0602, 
022 694 8088, TaiYuan@outlook.co.nz
HIBISCUS COAST KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Carol 
Putman 3A Chatham Road RD2 Helensville, 0800, 
09 420 3206, shazac@xtra.co.nz
KUMEU KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Margaret 
Wilson 479 Tuhimata Road RD2 Drury, 2578, 027 
468 2228, jetsunlabs@gmail.com
LADIES KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Anja Borchardt 
PO Box 1424 Shortland Street Auckland, 1140, 021 
217 1369, anja@topgun.nz
NORTH HARBOUR KENNEL ASSOCIATION 
- Jean McErlane PO Box 23559 Manukau City 
Auckland, 2241, 0274 777 658, Woodcye@
outlook.com

WAIKATO
CAMBRIDGE KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Sue 
Chaytor 85A Scott Street Cambridge, 3432, 021 
168 5060, dajarranz2012@gmail.com
HAMILTON KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Giselle 
Jeannes PO Box 96 Huntly, 3740, 021 343 356, 
secretaryhka@gmail.com
HAURAKI CANINE ASSOCIATION - Glenis Candy 
RD6 Thames, 3576, 07 867 3350, gcandy@xtra.co.nz
HUNTLY & DISTRICT KENNEL ASSOCIATION 
- Mrs Claire Trevelyan 1025 Kawhia Road RD3 
Otorohanga, 3973, 021 155 7548, huntlydistka@
yahoo.com

TAUPO - BAY OF PLENTY
EASTERN BAY OF PLENT Y KENNEL 
ASSOCIATION - Mrs A Kay O Carroll 17 Boss 
Road Kawerau, 3127, 027 250 0684, legacy.
kennels@xtra.co.nz
ROTORUA KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Ros Mihaka 
77 Paeroa Street Mamaku, 3020, 027 412 1286, 
Rotoruakennelassociation@gmail.com
TAUPO KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Jasmine 
Chaytor 1644 Whangamata Road RD1 Kinloch 
Taupo, 3377, 027 488 8236, jazzyscapesnz@
gmail.com
TAURANGA KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Michele 
Reichmuth 335 Hot Springs Road RD2 Katikati, 
3178, 027 233 4664, taurangakennelassc@gmx.com
TOKOROA CANINE ASSOCIATION - Glenis 
Candy RD6 Thames, 3576, 07 867 3350, gcandy@
xtra.co.nz

HAWKES BAY - POVERTY BAY
CENTRAL HAWKES BAY KENNEL SOCIETY - 
Rachel Majors 61 Herrick Street RD1 Ongaonga, 
4278, 021 422 479, chbkennelsociety@gmail.com
EAST COAST LADIES KENNEL ASSOCIATION - 
Amanda Price 1 Boyd Road Poraiti Napier, 4182, 
027 222 3112, amandapr@aramex.com
HAWKES BAY KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Tania 
Slade 28 Goulter Street RD2 Clive Hastings, 4120, 
027 508 4000, deetee1000@gmail.com
NAPIER KENNEL CENTRE - L Rumpler 57 
Alexander Avenue Onekawa Napier, 4110, 06 843 
7523, rumplerr@xtra.co.nz
RUAHINE KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Margie 
Delaney 41 Riverdale Road Dannevirke, 4930, 021 
845 767, woollybuttskennel@gmail.com

WAIROA KENNEL ASSOCIATION - L Rumpler 
57 Alexander Avenue Onekawa Napier, 4110, 06 
843 7523, rumplerr@xtra.co.nz

TARANAKI
NEW PLYMOUTH KENNEL CENTRE - Carole 
Tipler 92 Hickman Road RD45 Urenui, 4375, 06 
752 3885, carole.alyaman@hotmail.com
SOUTH TARANAKI KENNEL CENTRE - Mrs 
Samantha Kelly 7256 South Road RD37 New 
Plymouth, 4381, 027 2701214, skelly.stkc@gmail.
com

WHANGANUI - MANAWATU - HOROWHENUA
HOROWHENUA KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Karen 
Leslie 125 Lindsay Road Levin, 5510, 027 242 8423, 
azzaro@xtra.co.nz
KAPI-MANA KENNEL SOCIETY - Caroline 
Matheson 54 Main Road North Paraparaumu, 
5036, 027 801 1764, carridene@xtra.co.nz
MANAWATU KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Carol 
Pasquale PO Box 4653 Manawatu Mail Centre 
Palmerston North, 4410, 021 022 38483, 
manawatuka@gmail.com
PENCARROW KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Martyn 
Slade 128 Mako Mako Road Levin, 5510, 06 367 
5362, martynslade@yahoo.co.nz
UPPER HUTT KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Martyn 
Slade 128 Mako Mako Road Levin, 5510, 06 367 
5362, martynslade@yahoo.co.nz
WANGANUI KENNEL SOCIETY - Erica Rowe 95 
Reynolds Road RD11 Wanganui, 4581, 027 810 
4057, ericajellyman@hotmail.com

WAIRARAPA
WAIRARAPA KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Sandra 
Macklin 60D Skeets Road RD8 Masterton, 5888, 
06 377 0446, s.macklin@xtra.co.nz

WELLINGTON
HUTT VALLEY KENNEL CENTRE - Gary Carleton 
1115 State Highway RDTe Horo, 5581, 06 364 3397, 
zaminkadogmotels@gmail.com
WELLINGTON KENNEL CENTRE - Sam Diggins 
67 Chapman Street Newlands Wellington, 6037, 
04 938 6692, slaintewesties@gmail.com
WELLINGTON LADIES KENNEL ASSOCIATION 
- Mrs Amie Mccarron 137 Richmond Street 
Petone Lower Hutt, 5012, 027 566 4303, amie@
amiemccarron.co.nz

NELSON - MARLBOROUGH
MARLBOROUGH KENNEL ASSOCIATION - 
Susan van der Pol 394 Redwood Pass Road RD3 
Blenheim, 7274, 027 482 8275, susan.vanderpol@
foleywines.co.nz
NELSON DISTRICT KENNEL ASSOCIATION 
- Carol Dayman 232 Harley Road RD2 Upper 
Moutere, 7175, 021 399 061, ndkasecretary@
gmail.com
NELSON LADIES KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Mrs E 
Beattie 139 Old Coach Road RD1 Upper Moutere, 
7173, 03 970 0940, gwylim11@hotmail.com

WEST COAST
WEST COAST KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Anne 
Reeve PO Box 229 Greymouth, 7805, 027 319 
6457, acreeves@xtra.co.nz

CANTERBURY
ASHBURTON KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Miss 
Olivia Bufton 58 Grey Street Netherby Ashburton, 
7700, 027 890 7747, ashkennelassn@gmail.com

BULLER KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Jo Price PO Box 
134 Hawarden, 7385, 027 447 8770, zipadedoda@
xtra.co.nz
CANTERBURY KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Mrs 
Arvine Gamlin 14 Caudron Road Wigram Skies 
Christchurch, 8042, 027 257 2888, secretary@
cka.co.nz
CANTERBURY LADIES’ KENNEL ASSOCIATION 
- Mrs A Gamlin 14 Caudron Road Wigram Skies 
Christchurch, 8042, 027 257 2888, arvinegamlin@
hotmail.com
GERALDINE COUNTY KENNEL ASSOCIATION 
- Charmaine Alcantara 798 Oxford Road Fernside 
RD1 Rangiora, 7471, 021 295 6719, hoeben101@
outlook.com
NORTH CANTERBURY KENNEL ASSOCIATION - 
Karen McIntyre 739 Tram Road RD2 Kaiapoi, 7692, 
021 357 879, kazie@xtra.co.nz
SOUTH CANTERBURY KENNEL SOCIETY - Robynne 
Trainor 81 Hadlow Road Hadlow RD4 Timaru, 7974, 
027 233 5436, sthcantykennel@gmail.com
THE PLAINS KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Mrs Arvine 
Gamlin 14 Caudron Road Wigram Christchurch, 
8042, 027 257 2888, arvinegamlin@hotmail.com
WAIMATE KENNEL SOCIETY - Kathryn Stewart 
22 Hulme Lane Rolleston, 7614, 03 347 4022, 
margkath@xtra.co.nz

CHRISTCHURCH
WAIMAKARIRI KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Helene 
Street 297 Upper Sefton Road RD7 Rangiora, 7477, 
027 237 8527, debruk@xtra.co.nz

OTAGO
NORTH OTAGO KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Mrs R 
J Guthrie PO Box 281 Oamaru, 9400, 03 437 0686, 
razorsedge88@outlook.com
OTAGO KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Mrs Melba 
Denniston 61B Main Road Fairfield Dunedin, 9018, 
03 488 0588, melbad@xtra.co.nz
SOUTHERN LADIES KENNEL ASSOCIATION 
- Annette Thomas 214 Bay View Road South 
Dunedin Dunedin, 9012, 022 417 3560, Seadach4@
gmail.com
WAIKOUAITI KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Elizabeth 
Monson PO Box 29 Metro Dunedin, 9054, 027 354 
3047, elizabeth.monson@hotmail.com

SOUTHLAND
GORE & DISTRICT KENNEL ASSOCIATION - 
Helen Lansdell 34 Scott Street Mataura, 9712, 027 
330 0655, mrsfred1@xtra.co.nz
SOUTHLAND KENNEL ASSOCIATION - Carol 
Carson PO Box 1381 Invercargill, 9840, 021 105 
4046, southlandka@gmail.com

ASSOCIATED ALL BREED, GROUP & 
MULTI BREED CLUBS

ALL BREED CLUBS
BANKS PENINSULA A&P SOCIETY - Helene 
Street 297 Upper Sefton Road RD7 Rangiora, 7477, 
027 2378527, debruk@xtra.co.nz
BAY OF ISLANDS CANINE ASSOCIATION - Jill 
Northcoat 255B Paihia Road RD2 Kawakawa, 0282, 
027 292 0995, northcoat@xtra.co.nz
CANTERBURY JUNIOR KENNEL SOCIETY - Miss 
Nicole Adams 106 Blankney Street Hornby, 8042, 
021 116-9303, cjks.nz@gmail.com
ELLESMERE A&P SOCIETY - Beth Warman Corsair 
3 Whites Road RD2 Kaiapoi, 7692, 03 312 6649, 
corsairs@xtra.co.nz
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